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Post-Millennialism (“after the Millennium”) 

This view is fairly new. It seems to have started with the writings of Thomas Brightman 

right around the 1600s. This view was held by some of the leaders of the Restoration 

movement like Alexander Campbell.  

  

In this view, Christ will return to earth after the 1000 year kingdom is completed. In this 

view, Christianity is to make gradual progress by reaching the entire world through the 

preaching of the gospel – so the world will get better and better because there will be 

more and more Christians. This process of the world getting better is the gradual binding 

of Satan that is listed in Revelation chapter 20. As you can tell from this viewpoint, the 

two world wars during the last century were a big fly in the ointment to this view. But it 

still has its staunch believers. And of course this view always looks at the world in a 

positive light.    

   

So the growth of Christianity will be slow and steady. At some point, the world will be so 

Christianized and righteous, then the millennium will be forced to begin. Jesus does not 

return to earth during this period but He reigns spiritually in the hearts of men from 

heaven. Sin is minimal and peace for the most part prevails. This will cause the earth to 

be a virtual paradise with tremendous social and economic conditions. Poverty and 

disease will be eliminated during this period.  

 

So this time could be considered the second era or stage of the church age. This paradise 

will still be tied to the same laws of nature. People will still be born. People will still die. 

They will marry and be given in marriage, etc. All will be the same as normal just on a 

more grand scale. 

 

So this kingdom period will last for an indefinite period of time (1000 years) and then 

Satan will be loosed for a short period of time which will cause sin to increase and then 

the second coming of Jesus Christ will happen. And when He comes back, final judgment 

will begin. 

 

Now this view has some issues of course: 

1) The scripture is very clear that there will be more people lost than saved – 

Matthew 7:13-14 and Matthew 22:14. 

2) Now there are quite a few prophecies and scriptures that speak of Christ’s 

kingdom filling the whole world – Daniel 2, parable of the mustard seed and the 

parable of leaven (Matthew 13:31-33). However, none of these scriptures speak of 

a time when most of the world will be saved. In fact, the Bible nowhere even hints 

at this.  

3) In the parable of the wheat and tares (Matthew 13:24-30), both good and evil will 

coexist in strength until the end of the age. 

4) This view tells us that prosperity and Christianity will continue to grow and 

nowhere does the scripture tie those promises together. In fact, you could say that 

it is to the contrary – II Timothy 3:12 

5) The scripture is very clear that we are to be waiting any moment for Christ’s 

return. Also, the scripture states that there will be no signs before His second 
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coming. But in this view, both seem to be evident. There is no need to be hastily 

waiting His return because He is not coming back for a while. Plus we will know 

before He returns because most of the world will become Christians beforehand.    

 

 

Traditional Pre-Millennialism (Historic) (“Before the Millennium”) 

This teaching has been around for a long time. It can be found in the writings of some of 

the early church fathers to the date of around 135 AD. It was espoused by some of the 

early church fathers like Justin Martyr, Tertullian, and Irenaeus. This view is not that 

widely held anymore but it does surface from time to time.  

 

This view holds that Christ will return before the Millennial reign of Christ for a long 

period of time (1000 years – a lot of the authors that hold to this say it will be an 

extended period of time rather than a literal 1000 years.).  

 

This view holds that the world’s situation will get worse and worse. The church will 

continue to witness during this time but it will fail to convert the world. Near the end of 

this era, there will be a time of great wickedness. At this point, the Anti-Christ appears 

and leads a huge assault on the church, which endures great suffering and tribulation.  

 

After this, Christ will return to rescue His saints and destroy the anti-Christ and his 

angels. To most of the writers, this is the time when Israel will have a huge turning to 

Jesus Christ. This is also the time when the “first resurrection” will take place. This 

means that all the dead saints of all ages are raised and given new bodies while the bodies 

of the currently living saints are instantly transformed into spiritual bodies. All the saved 

are then raptured up to meet Christ in the air – but then they continue on down to the 

earth, where He sets up His millennial kingdom on the earth.  

 

From headquarters in Jerusalem, in His glorified body, Jesus rules with His saints who 

also have glorified bodies. They rule over the entire earth. Satan is bound and is thus not 

active on the earth. Thus there is a time of great peace on the earth. The curse of sin has 

been removed from Christians and nature. So deserts will be blooming and all animals 

during this time become herbivores. The earth is full of prosperity, peace and 

righteousness. There are still some sinners on earth at this time. Some of these sinners 

will be converted but the rest will not be able to perform any evil because of Christ’s fist 

of iron rule over the earth.  

 

At the end of the 1000 year period, Satan is released for a short time. He leads the 

unconverted sinners in a violent sin revolt against Jerusalem. Christ defeats Satan 

soundly at the Battle of Gog and Magog. This is followed by the Second Resurrection – 

the bodily resurrection of all the wicked. And then comes the final judgment and the 

eternal states.  

 

Now this view has some issues also: 



 Views on the Millennium 

 3 

1) This view separates the resurrection of all people into two resurrections that are 

1000 years apart. This seems to greatly contradict the scripture that speak of one 

resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked – eg. John 5:28-29. 

2) This view has a strange view of the population during the millennial period. 

According to their descriptions, there will be a hybrid population on the earth – 

the redeemed will have glorified bodies and the unredeemed will have natural 

bodies. If this is the old earth, as many suggest, the redeemed will be out of their 

element. If this is the “new heaven and earth,” the unsaved would be out of their 

element. Plus the fact that the redeemed are living on earth with the unredeemed 

seems less than ideal if this is supposed to be “paradise on earth.” So if Satan is 

loosed for a little while to lead the unredeemed with natural bodies against the 

redeemed with spiritual bodies, the attempt would be useless. What would be the 

point? 

3) What is the purpose of the redeemed going to through the 1000 year reign on 

earth? Why not send them directly to heaven? What is the purpose of this 1000 

year stint on earth?  

4) This view is based on a faulty view of the book of Revelation. More on this later 

in this class.  

5) They have misinterpreted Revelation 20:1-6. More on this later in this class as 

well.  

       

Preterism 

This appears to be a fairly recent view as well (1500s – Reformation movement). The 

word preterism comes from the Latin word “prater” which means “past.” (Realized 

Eschatology). When it comes to Bible prophecy, all Christians are somewhat preterists 

because they believe Isaiah 7:14 when it says that “therefore the Lord Himself will give 

you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name 

Immanuel.” Meaning that Christ has come fulfilling this prophecy. 

 

Within Preterism there are two streams. Both streams identify themselves as "Preterist," 

Partial-Preterism and Full-Preterism.  

 

So according to full preterism, the resurrection from the dead for all believers took place 

in 70 AD. Thus any resurrection from here on out is going to be spiritual. A full preterist 

will tell you that there are no future prophecies in the scripture that go past 70 AD. All 

prophecies in the scripture have been fulfilled. The Millennium finished in 70 AD as well 

as the Devil was cast into the lake of Fire at the same time. 

 

A partial preterist (or classic preterist) believes that Christ’s vindication was poured out 

on Israel, the kingdom began and the first resurrection all took place on or before 70 AD. 

But the other things they are waiting to take place are: the Final Judgment, the 

banishment of Satan to eternal torment, and the General Resurrection. They believe the 

Devil is bound now. They believe that all of Matthew 24 and Revelation 1-19 is fulfilled 

but Matthew 25 and Revelation 20-22 is still left un-fulfilled. 
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Partial preterists depending on how partial they are can end up falling into the category of 

our next group – Amillennialists.   

 

There are some issues with this view as well: 

1) The fact that all believers have been resurrected.  I Corinthians 15:20-24 makes it 

absolutely clear that all believers will be resurrected – or raised from the dead at 

the end. But under the full Preterists view, the end came in 70 AD and thus any 

resurrection from here on out will be spiritual. So how do those believers born 

after AD 70 fit into this “all will be made alive” category. These verses are a big 

problem for the full preterists. 

2) The fact that only the Jews will be judged: According to the full preterist position, 

Christ came in 70 AD and unleashed His judgment on Israel and no one else. 

However, when you read Romans 1:18, is Paul speaking only to the Israelites in 

this verse? No - of course not. This book was written to the Christians at Rome 

but also to all churches in general.  

3) This view renders the Lord’s Supper irrelevant - I Corinthians 11:26  

4) Good Behavior for Christians would no longer apply - I Timothy 6:14 - I guess 

we no longer need to remain pure and spotless – since Christ has already come.  

5) Under this view, there is no need to wait eagerly for the coming of the Lord Jesus 

- Hebrews 9:28 - So, since Christ came back in 70AD, only those that were alive 

or dead back then can receive eternal salvation because Christ already came to 

bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him. So what is the use of waiting 

eagerly for Him now? 

6) Verses like those in II Peter 3 that speak of the burning of the earth by fire are 

called figurative language for the destruction of Judiasm but those that hold to the 

full preterist view – even though those verses speak of a future event. 

 

     

Amillennial  

This view is another old view and set forth by a lot of early church fathers. This view 

holds that most prophecies of the Old Testament were fulfilled in the person of Jesus. The 

prophecies also told of his kingdom and church which were fulfilled when he came and 

established these during his first coming.  

 

Thus we are in the middle of the 1000 year reign of Jesus Christ right now. And we are 

eagerly awaiting his second coming in which all dead persons will be resurrected and will 

stand before the judgment seat of Christ. All Christians and Old Testament saints will be 

sent to heaven and the rest will be sent to hell. At that point, after everyone has been 

removed from the earth, the entire earth is going up in smoke. 

 

 

Current Premillennialism – the most dominant teaching – Overview 

It begins with the covenant with Abraham in which it is contended that God made a 

permanent covenant with Abraham that his physical descendants would inhabit the land 

known as Israel as long as earth lasts. It was through the Law of Moses that the Lord 

brought the nation of Israel into existence. So Israel was, is and always will be God’s 
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chosen people. It has always been God’s goal to be worshipped at the tabernacle or 

temple in Jerusalem.  

 

About 1450 years after Moses received and gave The Law to Israel, God brought Jesus 

into the world. When the Jews rejected Jesus and rejected the kingdom offer made by He 

and John the Baptist, then God turned to an alternative program.  

 

This alternative program He turned to is the church of Jesus Christ. So the church is a 

stop-gap (known as the mystery age). It was something that was known in the mind of 

God but was never prophesied in the Old Testament. The Mystery Age is just temporary 

until God can get back on His regularly-intended program with Israel – so they can get 

back to physical sacrifices in physical temples again. So this alternative program has been 

going on since the day of Pentecost 30 AD – the day the church began. 

 

During this program, Israel was given back their land after about 1900 years. At the end 

of WWII, Britain’s Socialist government created the state of Israel in the middle of a 

bunch of Arab countries guaranteed to cause continual conflict for the rest of its 

existence. That happened in 1948 and according to this view that was the fulfillment of 

Old Testament prophecy. Then in 1967, you had the 6-Days war in which the Jews 

recaptured the city of Jerusalem. Again from this perspective, that was again fulfillment 

of Old Testament prophecy and it was the second thing that had to take place. Now the 

third thing that has to take place is the temple in Jerusalem must be rebuilt. Now there is 

one small problem with that prophecy – 1.3 billion Muslims. 

 

Now while this alternative program is going on, it is waiting for something called the 

rapture to take place. What is the rapture? When Jesus leaves heaven, he will come part 

way and stop in the air. It is called the secret rapture because in it, all dead Christians will 

be raised from the dead and everyone who is alive and a Christian according to this 

teaching will silently disappear from the earth and be snatched up to meet Christ in the 

air. Then they will be taken up to heaven. So the earth will go on but the saints are gone.  

 

Now this event will usher in a 7 year period called the great tribulation. In the middle of 

this great tribulation, the Antichrist comes and reigns over the earth out of this rebuilt 

temple.  

 

At the end of his seven years, then comes Jesus Second Coming in which He wins the 

battle of Armageddon and makes his victory ascent up the Mount of Olives. The rapture 

is not the second coming. The Second Coming is when Jesus sets His feet on the earth 

again. He is coming to take His seat on David’s throne to rule the earth from Jerusalem 

(btw – David will be resurrected and rule Jerusalem as Jesus’ co-regent). Since the Jews 

rejected His kingdom the first time, He is now coming back to setup his earthly kingdom 

and rule for 1,000 years. It is also at this point that the Old Testament saints and 

tribulation saints will be resurrected as well. During this period Satan will be bound for 

1000 years.  
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At the end of this 1,000 years then Satan will be released for a little season because no 

sins will have been committed during this period. So Satan is released because God has to 

find out who is really good and who is bad. And then at the end of this 1000 year reign of 

Christ on earth comes the resurrection of all non-believers of all time. Once they are 

resurrected they will stand before God at the great white throne judgment. At the great 

white throne judgment, there will be no Christians there – only non-Christians.  

 

Now you will notice that they do quote scripture all the way along. It is not like is not 

without scriptural backing but it has a lot more to do with how the scriptures fit.  


